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Chapter 3  

DEPARTM ENTS  

Article 1.  Water D epartment  

§3-101 MUNICIPAL WATER DEPARTMENT: OPERATION AND FUNDING . The Mun icipality o wns and operates the 
Municipal Water Department through the Util it ies  Superintendent.  

The Governin g Body, for the p urpose of defraying the cost  of  the care,  management,  an d maintenance of the 
Municipal Water Department may each year levy  a  tax not  exceeding the maximum limit  prescribed by State law, on the 
actual valuation  of al l  real es tate and personal property wi thin the corporate l imits  that is  subject  to  taxation. The 
revenue from the said tax shall  be known as the Water Fund and shall  remain in the cus tody of the Municipal Treasurer.  

The Util it ies Superintendent shall  have the direct  management and control of  the  Muni cipal Water Department 
and shall  faithfully carry out  the duties of his  off ice. Th e  Util it ies Superintendent shall  have the authority to adopt rules 
and regulations for the  sanitary and effici ent  managemen t of  the Water Department subject  to the supervision  and 
revi ew of the Governin g Body. The Governin g Body shall  set  the rates to be  charged for services rendered by ordinance 
and shall  f i le a  copy of the ra tes in the  office of the Mun ici pal Clerk for publi c inspectio n at  any reasonable t ime. (Ref.  
17-531, 17-534, 19-1305 RS Neb.)  

§3-102 MUNICIPAL WATER DEPARTMENT: DEFINIT IONS . Th e fol lowin g definit ions  shall  be applied throughout 
this  Art icle.  Where no definit i on is  specified, the normal  di ct ionary usage o f the word shall  apply.  

MAIN. The term "main" is  hereby defined to be any pipe other than a supply or service  pipe that  is  used for the purpose of 
carry ing water to,  and dispersing the same in the  Municipality.  

SUPPLY PIPE. The term "supply pipe" is  hereby def ined to be any pipe tapped into a  main and extending from there to  a  
point  at  or near the lot  l ine of  the consumer's  premise where the shut -off ,  stop box, or curb cock is  located.  

SERVICE PIPE. The term "service pipe" is  hereby defin ed to be any pipe extending  from the shut -off,  stop box, or curb  
cock at  or near the lot  l ine to  and beyond the  property l in e of the consumer to the lo cation on the premise where the 
water is  to be dispersed.  

SEPARATE PREMISES . The term "separate premise" is  hereby defined to be more  than one (1)  consumer procurin g water 
from the same service o r supply pipe. The  second (2nd)  premises may be a separate dwelling,  apartment,  building, o r 
structure used fo r a  separate business.  

§3-103 MUNICIPAL WATER DEPARTM ENT; CONSUMER'S AP PLICATIO N; HOO KUP FEE . Every person o r persons 
desiring a  supply of  water must make  application therefo re to the Village Clerk upon fo rms to be Furnished for that  
purpose. A hookup fee in the amount of  $100.00 for the privi lege of hooking onto the water system  shall  be paid by the 
applicant  to the clerk.  Water may not  be supplied to any house or  private ser vice pipe except upon the order of  the 
Superin tendent.  Th e Department shall  not  supply water service to a ny person outside the corporate l imits  without 
special  permission f rom the Governing Body; Provided, th e entire cost  of  laying mains, ser vice  pipe, and supply pipe 
shall  be paid by the consumer. Nothing herein shall  be construed  to obli gate the M unici pality to provide water ser vice to 
non-residents.  Upon notif ication  to the Village Clerk,  in writ ing,  that  water ser vice is  no  longer n ecessa ry as a  result  of  
the vacation of the residence by the consumer, the consumer may request  a  refund of  the hookup fee and a prorated  f inal 
bill ing fo r both water and sewer monthly basic fees.  I f  hookup occurs on any day other than the f irst  of  the month, then 
the f irst  month's  basic fee bill ing for water and sewer shall  be prorated. Th e Village Clerk may deduct  any amounts due 
and owing for water and sewer service from the hookup fee depos it.  (Revised by Ordinance 02 -12)  

§3-104 MUNICIPAL WATER DEPARTM ENT; WATER CONT RACT. The Municipa lity  through its  Water Depa rtment  shall  
furnish water to persons within its  corporate l imits  whose premises abut a  street  o r alley in which a commercial mai n 
now is  or may hereafter be laid.  The Munici pality may furni sh water to persons within its  corporate  l i mits  whose premises 
do not  abut a street  or alley i n which a Municipal co mmercial  main is  now or may hereafter be laid and may also furnish 
water to persons whose  premises are situated outs ide the corporate l imits  of  the Muni cipality,  as and when,  accordi ng to 
law, the Governing Body may see f it  to do so. The rules, regulations, and  water rates hereinafter named in this  Art icle,  
shall  be considered a part  of  every  application hereafter made for water servi ce and shall  be considered a part  of  the  
contract  between ever y consumer now or h ereafter served.  

Without further fo rmalit y,  the making of application on the part  o f  any applicant  or the  use o r consumption of 
water service by present con sumers thereof and the furni shing  of water servi ce to said  consumer shall  constitute a  
contract  between the consumer and  the Municipa lity,  to which said contract  both part ies are bound. If  the consumer 
shall  violate any of the provisions of said contract  or any reasonable rules and regulati ons  that  the Governing Body may 
hereafter adopt,  the Util it ies Superin tendent o r h is  agent,  may cut  off  or disconnect the water ser vice from the bui ldi ng 
or premi se or place of  such v iolat ion. No furth er conn ecti on for water ser vice to said building , premi se, o r  place shall  
again be made save or except by order of  said Superintendent or his  agent.  
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§3-105 MUNICIPAL WATER DEPARTM ENT; INSTALLAT ION PROCEDURE . In  making excavations in streets,  alleys, or 
s idewalks for the purpose o f i nstallin g pipe, or  making repairs,  the paving, stones, and earth must be removed and 
deposited in a  manner that  will  occasion the least  inconvenience to the publi c and provide for  adequate drainage. No 
person shall  leave an excavation made in the street,  alley,  or s idewalk open at  any t ime without a  barricade, and during 
the night,  warnin g l i ghts.  After service pipes are laid,  the streets,  alleys, and sidewalks shall  be resto red to good  
condit ion. All  installat ion shall  be done under the supervi sion and strictly in accordance  with the rules, regulations, and 
specifications prescribed for such installat ion by the  Util it ies Superin tendent;  Provided that  the said rules, regulatio ns, 
and specifications  have been revi ewed and approved by the Governing Bod y. (Ref.  17 -537 RS Neb.)  

§3-106 MUNICIPAL WATER DEPARTM ENT: INSTALLAT ION EX PENSE . The M unicipa lity shall  pay cost  of  tapping the 
main, and providing f ixtures and labor up to  and including the stop box at  the lot  l ine of the customer. No person oth er 
than the Util it ies Superinten dent or his  duly authori zed agent  shall  tap the water main . The  customer shall  pay a tap fee 
in the sum of $550.00. The customer shall  at  his/her own  expense bring water ser vice from the stop box and upon his/her 
own premi se.  (Revi sed by Ord inance No. 02 -09)  

§3-107 MUNICIPAL WATER DEPARTM ENT: FEES COLLECTIO NS . The Governin g Body has the power and authority 
to f ix  the rates to be paid by the water consumers for  the use of water f rom the Water D epartment.  Bill ing rates fo r water 
are as follows:  

2,000 gallons minimum per month    $15.00  

Cost per 1,000 gallons over minimum   $ 1.35  

All  such fees shall  be on f i le for publ ic inspection at  the office of the Mun icipa l Clerk.  T he Clerk shall  bi ll  the consumers 
and collect  all  money received by the Municipality on  the a ccount of  the Water Depa rtment.  State sales tax wil l  be added 
to all  water and  sewer rates. ( Ref.  17-540 RS Neb.)  

§3-108 MUNICIPAL WATER DEPARTM ENT: MINIMUM RAT ES . All  water consumers  shall  be l iable fo r the minimum 
rate provided by ordinance unless and until  the  consumer shall,  by written order,  direct  the Util it ies Superintendent to 
shut  off  the water  at  the stop box, in which case he shall  not  be l iable thereafter fo r water renta l unti l  the  water is  turned 
on again. (Ref.  17 -542 RS Neb.)  

§3-109 MUNICIPAL WATER DEPARTM ENT· LIEN . In addit ion to all  other remedies, i f  a  customer shall  for any 
reason remain indebted to th e Munici pality fo r water ser vi ce  furnished, such amount due, to gether with any rents a nd 
charges in arrears,  shall  be  considered a delinquent water  rent  which is  hereby declared to be a l ien upon the real  estate 
for whi ch the same was used.  The Municipa l Clerk shall  no tify in writ in g or cause  to be notif ied in writ ing ,  all  own ers of 
premises or thei r  agents wh enever thei r  tenan ts or lessees are sixty (60)  days or more delinquent in the payment of  water 
rent.  It  shall  be the duty of  the Util it ies Superin tendent on the f irst  (1st)  day of December of each year  to repo rt  to the 
Governing Body a l i st  of  all  unpaid accounts due for water  together with  a  descript ion of the premise upon which the 
same was used. The repo rt  shall  be  examined, and if  approved by the Governing Body s hall  be cert if ied by the Municipal  
Clerk to the County Clerk to be collected as a special tax in the manner pr ovided by law. (Ref.  17 -538 RS Neb.)  

§3-110 MUNICIPAL WATER DEPARTM ENT; RESTRICTED US E .  The Governing Body o r the Util it ies Superintendent 
may order a  red uction in the use of water or shut  off  the water on any premise in the event  of  a  water shortage due to f ire 
or other good  and suffic ient  cause. The M unici pality shall  not  be l iable for any damages caused by  shutt ing off  the supply 
of  water of  any consumer wh i le the system or any part  thereof is  undergoin g repairs  or when there is  a  shortage of water 
due to ci rcumstances over  which the Munici pality has no control.  (Ref.  "17 -537 RS Neb.)  

§3-111 MUNICIPAL WATER DEPARTM ENT; FIRE HYDRANTS . All  hydrants for the  purpose of ext inguishing f i res are 
hereby declared to be publ ic hydrants,  and it  shall  be  unlawful fo r any person, other than members of the Municipa l Fire 
Department under  the orders  of the Fire Chief,  or the Assi stant  Fire Chief;  or members of the Water  Department to o pen 
or attempt to open any of the hydrants and draw water fro m the  same, or in any manner  to interfere with the hydrants.  It  
shall  be the duty of  the Util it ies  Superintendent to f lush all  f i re hydrants at  least  twice annually.  

§3-112 MUNICIPAL WATER DEPARTM ENT; POLLUTIO N. It  sh all  be unlawful fo r any  person to pollute or attempt to 
pollute any st ream or source of water fo r the supply o f  the Municipa l Water Depa rtment.  (Ref.  17 -536 RS Neb.)  

§3-113 MUNICIPAL WATER DEPARTM ENT; WATER SERVICE CONTRACTS . Contracts for water ser vice are not  
transferable. Any person wishing to change f rom  one location to another shall  make a new application and sign a new 
contract.  If  any consumer shall  move from the premi se wh ere ser vice is  furnished, o r i f  the said  premise is  destroyed  by 
f ire or other casualty,  he shall  at  once info rm the Util it ies  Superin tendent who shall  cause the water ser vice to be shut  
off  at  the said premise. If  the consumer should fail  to g ive such notice, he shall  be charged for all  water used on  the said 
premise unti l  the Util it ies S uperintendent is  otherwise advised of such  ci rcumstances.  (Ref.  17 -537 RS Neb.)  
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§3-114 MUNICIPAL WATER DEPARTM ENT; DESTRUCT ION OF  PROPERTY. It  shall  be unlawful fo r any person to 
willfully or carelessly break, i njure, or deface any building ,  machinery,  apparatus, f ixture, attachment,  o r appurtenan ce 
of the Municipa l Water  Depa rtment.  No person may deposit  anything in a  stop box or commit  any act  tending  to obstruct  
or impair the in tended use of any of the above mentioned property without  the written p ermi ssion of the Util it ies 
Superin tendent.  

§3-115 MUNICIPAL WATER DEPARTM ENT; BACKFLOW PREVENTIO N . To prevent  the siphoning of water f rom a 
structure back into the Municipal Water System wh en it  becomes necessar y to disrupt  water service and to prevent  the 
damage to customers'  property caused by such siphoning, all  customers applying fo r new water service and all  
customers presently servi ced  when their  water system req uires substantial  improvements shall  be required to have 
placed on the l ine a backflow prevention device  o f such si ze and at  such loc ation as is  approved by the Util it ies 
Superin tendent.  

§3-116 MUNICIPAL WATER DEPARTM ENT: CROSS CONNECT ION CONTRO L  DEVICES  

A . Purpose: The purpose of th is  section is:  

1. To protect  the pub lic potable water supply of  the Alvo water system from  con taminati on or pollut ion by 
containing within the consumer 's  internal  dist ribution system or private water system contaminants of 
pollutants  whi ch could backf low th rough the ser vice conn ection into the public  potable water supply system.  

2. To promote the elimination , containment,  i solat ion, or control of  exi st ing  cross conn ections, actual or 
potential,  between the pub lic  or consumer 's  potable water  systems and non -potable water systems, plumbing, 
f ixtures  and industrial-process systems.  

3. To provide fo r the mainten ance of a  continuing pro gram of cross  connection contro l which wil l  systematically 
and effectively prevent  the  contamination or pollut ion o f all  potable water systems.  

 

B. Application: This  ordinance shall  apply to all  premises served by the public  potable water system o f the Village of  
Alvo.  

C. Pol icy:  This  o rdinance wil l  be reasonably in terpreted. It  is  the Village's  intent  to  reco gnize the varyin g degrees of 
hazard and to apply the principle that  the  degree of pro tection shall  be commensurate with the degree of hazard.  

The municipal water department shall  be primarily responsible for pro tection of  all  pub lic potable water 
distribution system from con tamination or pollut ion due to  backflow or con taminants or pollutants through the water 
ser vice conn ection.  Th e cooperation of all  con sumers is  required to imp lement and maintain the  program to contro l 
cross connections. Th e consumer is  responsible for  preventing contamination of the water system within consumer 's  
own premi ses.  

DEFINIT IONS  

A . The followin g definit ions shall  apply in the interp retatio n and enforcement of  this  ordinance.  

1. "Air  Gap S eparation" mean s the unobstructed vert ical di stance through  the f ree atmosphere between the 
lowest  opening f rom any pipe or faucet  supply water to a  tank, plumbing f ixture, or oth er device and the overf low  
level r im of the receptacle.  

2. "Auxiliar y Water S upply"  means any water source or system, other than  the publ ic water supply,  that  may be 
available in the building o r premises.  

3. "Backflow" means the flow other than the intended direction of f low, o r any  foreign l i quids, gases, or 
substances into the distributi on system of a  publ ic water supply.  

4. "Backflow Prevention Devi ce" means any device, metho d, or type of  construction intended to prevent  
backflow in to a potable water system  provided backflow preven ters have been tested and approved by a  
reputable testin g laborator y.  

5. "Consumer " means the owner or persons in control of  a ny premises  suppli ed by or in  any manner connected 
to a  public water system.  

6. "Containment"  means protection of the pub lic water supply by instal ling a  cro ss connection contro l device or 
air  gap separation on the main service  l ine to a  facilit y,  or as an installat ion within equipment handling 
potentially  hazardous materi al.  
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7. "Contamination" means an impairment of  the quality of  the water by  sewage, process fluids, or other wastes 
to a  degree which could create  the actual hazard to the public health through poisoning or through spread  of 
disease by exposure.  

8. "Cross Conn ection" means any physical l ink between a potable water  supply and any other substance, f luid,  
or source, wh ich makes possible  contamination of the potable water supply due to the reversal of  f low of  the 
water in the piping or distri bution system.  

9. "Hazard, Degree o f '  means  an evaluation of the potential r isk to pub lic  health and the adverse effect  of  the 
hazard upon the potable water  system.  

a. Hazard -health:  Any condit ion, device, or practice in the water  supply system and its  operation which 
could create of may create a  danger to the health and well-being of the water con sumer.  

b. Hazard -plumbing: A plumbing type cro ss connection in a  consumer 's  potable water system that  has 
not  been properly  protected by a  vacuum breaker,  air  gap separation o r backf low  prevention device.  

c. Hazard -pollut iona l:  An actual or potential threat  to the physical  propert ies or the water system o r the 
potability of  the publ ic or the  consumer 's  potable water system but which would not  constitute a  
nuisance or be aesthetically objectionable or could cause damage  to the system or its  appurtenances,  
but  would not  be dangerous to  health.  

d. Hazard -system: An actual or potential threat  of  severe damage to  the physical propert ies of  the 
public potable water system or the  consumer 's  potable water system, or of  a  pollut ion or  contamination 
which would have a protracted effect  on the quality  of  the potable water in the system.  

10. " Industrial  Process System" means any system containing a f luid or  solution, which may be chemically,  
biologically or otherwise con taminated  or pol luted in a  form or concent ration such as would constitute a  health,  
system, pollut ional or p lumbi ng hazard if  introduced into a potable water  supply.  

11. " Isolat ion" means protect ion of a  facil ity service l in e by install ing a  cro ss  connectio n control devi ce or ai r  
gap separation on an individual f ixture,  appurtenances, o r system.  

12. "Pollut ion" means the presence of any fo rei gn substance (organic,  inorgani c,  or biological)  in water which 
tends to degrade its  quality so as  to constitute a  hazard or impair the usefulness of the water to a  degree  which 
does not  create an actual hazard to the public h ealth but  which does  adversely and unreasonable affect  such 
waters for  domesti c use.  

13. "Public Potable Water System" means any publicly or p rivately own ed  water system supplyin g water to the 
genera l publ ic which is  satisfactory  for drinking , culinar y,  and domestic purposes and meets the requi rements  
of the Nebraska Department of  Health.  

14. "S ervice Connection" means the terminal end of a  ser vice l ine f rom the  public water system. I f  a  meter is  
installed at  the end of the ser vice, than  the servi ce connection means the downstream end of the meter.  

15. " Water D epartment"  means the municipal water department of  the Village  of Alvo, Nebraska.  

CROSS CONNECTIONS PROHIBITED  

A . No water service connecti on shall  be installed or maintained to any premises  where actual or potential cro ss 
connections to the pub lic potable or consumer 's  water system may exist  un less such actual or potential cross 
connections are abated or co ntrolled to the satisfaction of  the municipa l water department,  and as  required by 
the laws and regulations of the Nebraska Department of  Health.  

B. No connection shall  be installed or main tained whereby an auxil iary water supply  may enter a  publi c potable 
or consumer 's  water system unless such auxi liary  water supply and the method of connection and use of such 
supply shall  have been approved by the municipa l water department and the Nebraska  Department of  Health.  

C. No water ser vice conn ecti on shall  be installed or maintained to any premises in  whi ch the plumbing system, 
facilit ies,  and f ixtures have not  been constructed and  installed using acceptable plumb ing practices considered 
by the munici pal water  depa rtment as necessary fo r the protection of health and safety.  

SURVEY AND INVESTIGAT IONS  

A . The consumer shall  provid e access to the premises at  reasonable t imes to the  muni cipal water depa rtment or 
its  authorized representative,  for the conduction  of surveys and investigations of water use practices within the 
consumer 's  premises to determine wh ether there a re actual or potential cross connecti ons to  the consumer 's  
water system th rough wh ich contaminants or pollutants could  backf low in to the pub lic  potable water system.  



 

 

Departments  

B. On request  by the munici pal water department or i ts  authorized representative,  the consumer shall  furn ish 
information on water use practices within his  premises.   

TYPE OF PROTECTION REQUIRED  

A . The type of protection required by this  ordinance shall  depend on the degree of  haza rd which exists,  as 
follows:  

1. An approved air  gap separation shall  be installed where the public potable  water system may be 
contaminated with substances that  could cause a  severe h ealth hazard.  

2. An approved air  gap separation or an approved reduced pressure  princip le backf low prevention 
device shall  be instal led where the public  potable water system may be con taminated with a  substance 
that  could  cause a severe h ealth hazard.  

3. An approved air  gap separation or an approved reduced pressure  princip le backf low prevention 
device o r an approved double check valve  assembly shall  be installed where the pub lic potable water 
system may be polluted with substances that  could cause a potential hazard not  dangerous to health.  

WHERE PROTECTION IS REQUIRED  

A . An approved backflow prevention device shall  be installed in the servi ce  conn ection l ine to a  consumer 's  
water system o r within any premises where in  the j udgmen t of  the municipa l water depa rtment,  actual or 
potential hazards to  the publi c potable water system exists.  The type and degree of protection  req uired shall  be 
commensurate with the degree of hazard.  

B. An approved air  gap separation or reduced pressure pri nciple backflow  prevention d evice shall  be installed at  
the ser vice conn ection or within any  premises where, in th e judgment of  the munici pal water department,  the 
nature and extend of activit ies,  on the premises, or the materia ls  used in connection  wi th the activit ies,  or 
materials  sto red on the premises, would present an  immediate and dangerous hazard to health should a cross 
connection occur,  even though such cro ss connection may not  exist  at  the t ime the backflow  prevention device 
is  requi red to be instal led. Th is  includes but  is  not  l imited to  the followin g situations:  

1. Premi ses having an auxil iary water supply,  unless the quality of  the  auxil iar y supply i s  acceptable to 
the munici pal water department.  

2. Premi ses having internal cross connections that  are not  correctable, or  int ricate plumbing 
arrangemen ts which make it  i mpractical to ascertain  whet her or not  cross connections exist.   

3. Premi ses where entr y is  restricted so that  inspections for cross  conn ections cannot be made with 
suff icient  f requency of at  sufficient ly  short  notice to assure the cross connections do not  exist.  

4. Premi ses that  although not  covered by code are subj ect  to frequent  modification whi ch would change 
their  status; or premises that  have had  backflow code viol at ions.  

5. Premi ses on which any substance is  handled under pressure so as to  permit  entry in to the public 
water supply,  or wh ere a cross connection  could reasonably be expected to occur.  This  shall  include 
the handling of  process waters and cooling waters.  

6. Premi ses where materials  of  a  toxic or hazardous nature are handled  such that  i f  ba ck siphonage or 
back-pressure should occur,  a  serious  health hazard may result.  

BACKFLOW PREVENTIO N DEVICES  

A Any backf low prevention device requi red by this  ordinance shall  be of a  model or  con struction approved by the 
munici pal water depa rtment.   

1. Air  gap separation to be approved shall  be at  least  double the diameter of  the supply pipe measured 
vert ically above the f lood level r i m of the vessel  but  in no case less than one inch.  

2. A double check valve assembly or a  red uced pressure p rinciple backf low  prevention device shall  be 
approved by the municipa l water department  and shall  appear on the current  " l ist  of  approved backf low 
prevention devices" establish ed by the munici pal water department.  

B. Exist ing backflow preventi on devices approved by the munici pal water  depa rtment at  the t ime of installat ion 
and properly maintain ed shall,  except fo r  inspection and maintenance requi rements, b e excluded fro m the 
requi rements of  this  ordinan ce so lon g as the municipal water department is  assured t hat  they  will  sat isfacto ri ly  
protect  the water system. Whenever the exist ing devi ce is  moved from i ts  present locati on, or required more  
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than minimum maintenance, or  when the water departmen t f inds that  the maintenance constitutes a hazard to  
health,  the unit  shall  be replaced by a backflow p reventio n device meeting the  requi rements of this  ordinance.  

INSTALL ATION  

A . Backflow prevention devices required by this  ordinance to be installed in an  exist ing facility shall  be instal led 
at  a  location and in a  manner approved by the  municipal water department and shall  be installed at  the expense 
of the munici pal water depa rtment.  

B. Backf low prevention devices required by this  ordinance to be installed in a  facility  not  in existence at  the t ime 
of this  ordinance shall  be installed at  a  location and  in a  manner in the type approved by the munici pal water 
department and shall  be installed at  the expense of the water consumer.  

C. Backf low prevention shall  be located so as to be readily  accessible fo r  maintenance and testing, protected 
from freezin g, and where no part  of  the  device will  be submerged or subject  to f loodin g by any fluid.  

§3-117 MUNICIPALWAT ERDEPARTMENT:WELL -HEADPROTECTION: STRUCTURES OR ACTIVITES ; SPECIF IED 
DISTANCES. It  shall  be unlawful to place,  main tain,  construct,  or replace any of the following st ruct ures or cond uct any 
of the followin g activit ies within the distance specifi ed below from an exist in g Munici pal water  well:  

CATEGORY           DISTANCE  

Portable Water Well         1,000 feet  
Other Well          1,000 feet  
S ewage Lagoon          1,000 feet  
Departmen ts          500 feet  
Abso rption or Disposal Field for Water       500 feet  
Cesspool          500 feet  
Dump           500 feet  
Feedlot  of  Feedlot  Runoff         500 feet  
Pasture or Co rra l          500 feet  
Chemical o r Petro leum Product Storage Faci lit ies      500 feet  
Pit  Toilet          500 feet  
Sanitary Landfil l          500 feet  
S eptic Tank           500 feet  
S ewage Treatment Plant         500 feet  
S ewage Wet Well          500 feet  
S ewer Connection         100 feet  
S ewer Manhole          100 feet  
S ewer Lin e          50 feet  
 

§3-118 MUNICIPAL WATER DEPARTM ENT· WATER SUPPLY WATCH  WARNING OR EMERGENCY: WATER 
CONSERVATIO N MEASURES  

A . Purpose: The purpose of th is  section is  to provide for th e declaration of a  water  supply watch, warnin g or 
emergency and the implemen tation of volun tar y and  mandator y water conservation measures throughout the 
city in the event  such a  watch, warning or emergency is  declared.  

B. Definit ions:  

1. " Water ",  as the term used i n this  ordinance, shall  mean water available to  the Village of Alvo fo r 
treatment by v irtue of its  water ri gh ts or any treated  water introduced by the Cit y into its  water 
distribution system, includin g  water of fered for sale at  any coin - operated site.  

2. "Customer ' ',  as the term used in this  ordinance, shall  mean the customer  of reco rd using water fo r 
any purpose f rom the City 's  water distribution  system an d for which either a  regular charge is  made or,  
in the case of  coin sales, a  cash charge is  made at  the site of  delivery.  

3. " Waste of water ",  as the term used in this  ordinance, includes, but  is  not  l imited to:  (1)  permitt ing 
water to escape down a gutter,  ditch, or other  surface drai n:  or (2)  fai lure to repai r a  controllable leak 
of water due to  defective plumbing.  

4. The followin g classes of water a re established:  
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Class 1:  Water used for outdoor waterin g; eith er publ ic or  private, for  gardens, lawns, t rees, shrubs, 
plants,  parks, golf  courses, p laying f ields,  swimming pools ,  or other recreational areas; or the washing 
of motor vehi cles, boats,  trailer,  or the exterio r of  any building or struct ure.  

Class 2:  Water used for any commercial or industr ial,  including  agr icultural,  purposes: except water 
actually n ecessary to maintain the  health and personal hygiene o f any bona f ide emplo yees whi le such  
employees are in the performance of their  duties at  their  place of  emp loyment.  

Class 3:  Domestic usage, oth er than that  which would be included in  either classes 1 or 2.  

Class 4:  Water necessary only to sustain human li fe and the l ives of  domestic pets and maintain 
standards of hygiene and sanitat ion.  

C. Declaration of Water Watch: Whenever the go verning bo dy of the Vil lage f inds  that  condit ions indicate that  
the probability or a  drought o r some other condit ion  causi ng a major water supply shortage is  ris ing, i t  shall  be 
empowered to  declare, by resolution, that  a  water watch exists  and that it  shall  take steps to  inform the public 
and ask for voluntary reducti ons in water use. Such a watch  shall  be deemed to continue unti l  i t  is  declared by 
resolution of the go verning  b ody to have ended. The resolutions declarin g the existence and end of a  water  
watch shall  be effective upon their  publication in the off ici al  Vil lage newspaper or  posting in three pub lic 
places.  

D. Decla ration of Water Warning: Whenever the governin g body of the Villa ge f inds  that  drought condit ions or  
other condit ion causing a major water supply  sho rtage are present and supplies are start ing to decl ine, it  shall  
be empowered  to declare by resolution that  a  water warning exists  and that  it  will  reco mmend  restrict ions on 
nonessential uses during the period of warnin g. Such warn ing  shall  be deemed to continue unti l  i t  is  declared by 
resolution of the go verning  b ody to have ended. The resolutions decl arin g the beginnin g and ending of the  water 
warning shal l  be effective up on their  publication in the off icial  Vi lla ge  newspaper or po sting in three publi c 
places.  

E.  Declaration of Water Emergency. Whenever the governi ng body of the Vil lage  f inds that  an emergency exists  
by reason of a  shortage of water supply needed  for essenti al uses, it  shall  be empowered to declare by 
resolution that  a  water  supply emergency exists  and that it  will  impose mandatory restr ict ions on water  use 
during the period of the emergency. Such an emergency shall  be deemed  to continue un ti l  i t  is  declared by 
resolution of the go verning b ody to have ended.  The resolutions declarin g the existenc e and end of a  water 
supply emergency shal l  be ef fective upon their  pub licatio n in the official  V il lage n ewspaper or  posting in three 
public places.  

F.  Voluntary Conservation Measures. Upon the declaration of a  water watch or  water wa rning as provided in 
Sections C and D, the Chairman is  authorized to  call  on all  water consumers to employ voluntary water 
conservation measures to  l i mit  or eli minate nonessential  water uses including, but  no t  l imited to,  l imitat ions on 
the fol lowin g uses:  

1.  Sprinkling o f water on lawns, shrubs or trees ( including golf  co urses).  

2.  Washing of automobiles.  

3.  Use of water in swimming pools,  fountains and evaporative air  condit ionin g systems.  

4.  Waste of water.  

G. Mandatory Conservation M easures. Upon declaration of  a  water supply  emergen cy as provided in Section E,  
the Chairman is  also authorized to  implement certain mandatory water conservation measures, includin g, but  
not  l imited to,  the fol lowin g:  

1.  Suspension of new connections to the Village's  water distribution system,  except connections of f ire 
hydrants and those made pursuant to  agreements entered into by the Village prio r to the effective date 
of the declaration of the emergen cy;  

2.  Restrict ions on the uses of water in one or mo re classes of water use,  who lly or in part;  

3.  Restrict ions on the sales of water at  coin -operated facil it ies or s ites;  

4.  The imposit ion of water rat ioning based on any reasonable formula  including, but  no t  l imited to,  the 
percentage of norma l use and per capita  or per consumer restrict ions;  

5.  Complete o r part ial  bans on the water of  water;  and  

6.  Any combination of the foregoin g measures.  
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H. Emergency Water Rates. Upon the declaration of a  water supply emergency as  provided in Section E,  the 
governin g body of the Vil lage shall  have the power to  adopt emergency water rates by o rdinance designed to 
conserve water suppli es.  Such emergency rates may provi de for,  but  are not  l imited to:  (a)  higher charges  for 
increasing usage per unit  of  use ( increasing b lock rates);  (b)  uniform charges  for water  usage per unit  of  use 
(uniform unit  rate);  or (c)  extra charges in excess  of  a  specified level of  wat er use (excess  demand surcharge).  

I .  Regulations . Durin g the effective period of any water supply emergen cy as  provided for in Section E,  the 
governin g body of the Vil lage shall  have the power  to adopt emergency water rates by o rdinance designed to 
conserve water  suppli es.  Such emergency rates may provi de for,  but  are not  l imited to:  (a)  higher charges for 
increasing usage per unit  of  use ( increasing b lock rates);  (b)  uniform charges for water  usage per unit  of  use 
(uniform unit  rate);  or (c)  extra  charges in excess of a  specified level of  water use (excess demand surcharge).  

J.  Violat ions, Disconnections  and Penalt ies.  

1.If  the Chai rman, Water S uperin tendent,  or other City O ff icial or Off icials  charged with  implemen tation 
and enforcement of  this  ordinance or a  water  supply emergency resolution lea rn of any violat ion of any 
water use rest rict ions imposed pursuant to S ections G or I  of  this  S ection, a  written  notice of the 
violat ion shall  be aff ixed to the property wh ere the violat i on  occurred and the customer of record or any 
other person known to the  Vil lage who is  responsible for the violat ion or its  co rrection shall  be  provided 
with either actual or mai led n otice. Said notice shall  describe the  violat ion and order that  it  be 
corrected, cured or abated immediately or  within such speci fi ed t ime as the Village determines is  
reasonable under  the ci rcumstances. I f  the order is  not  complied with,  the Village may  terminate water 
ser vice to the customer subj ect  to the fol lowing  procedures:  

(a)  The Village shall  give the customer notice by mail  o r actual notice  that  water servi ce will  be 
discontinued within a  specifi ed t ime due  to the violat ion a nd that  the customer wil l  have the 
opportunity to  appeal the termination by req uesting a hea ring scheduled befo re  the Vill age 
governin g body or a  Village official  designated as a  hearing officer by the governin g body;  

(b)  If  such a hearing is  requested by the customer charged with the  violat ion, he or she shall  be 
given a full  opportunit y to be heard  before termination is  o rdered; and  

(c)  The governin g body or hea ring of ficer shall  make f indin gs of fact  and order whether ser vice 
should continue or be termin ated.  

2. A fee of $50.00 shall  be paid for the reconnection o f any water ser vice  terminated pursuant to 
subsection (a).  In the event  of  subsequent  violat ions, the reconnection fee shall  be $200.00 for the 
second reconnection and $300.00 for any addit ional reconnections.  

3. Violat ions of this  ordinance shall  be a municipal of fense and may be  prosecuted in Municipa l Court.  
Any person so charged and found guilt y in  Munici pal Court  of  violat ing the provisions of this  ordinance 
shall  be guilty  of  a  muni cipal offense. Each day's  violat ion shall  constitute a  sepa rate  o f fense. The 
penalty for an init ial  violat ion  shall  be a mandatory f ine o f  $100.00. In addit ion, such customer may be 
requi red by the Court  to  serve a definite term of confinement in the county jai l,  whi ch shall  be f ixed by 
the Court  and which shall)  not  exceed 30 days. The penalty for a  second or subseq uent convict ion shall  
be a mandatory f ine of $200.00. In  addit ion, such customer shall  serve a definite term of confinement 
in the county jai l  which shall  be f ixed by the Court  and which shall  not  exceed 30  

K. Emergency Termination . Nothing in this  S ection shall  l i mit  the ability of  any  properly  authorized Village 
official  f rom terminating the supply of  water to any or  all  customers upon the determination of such Village 
official  that  emergency  termi nation of water service is  req uired to protect  the health and safety of  the  public.  

(Ordinance 02-11)  

 


